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There are still several unclear points about the Romanian-Soviet relations during the
Czechoslovak crisis of the spring and summer of 1968 which lead to the most unusual
interpretations. A most extravagant interpretation speaks of the existence of a perfect
agreement between leaderships in Moscow and Bucharest. Along this line of reasoning, the
well-known speech delivered by Nicolae Ceausescu from the balcony of the Central
Committee (CC) of the Romanian Communist Party (RCP) in the morning of 21 August 1968
was a script written in Kremlin and performed in Bucharest. The documents now published
refute such a scenario: the two letters by the CC of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(CPSU) of 24 August and 3 September are eloquent as to the irritation created among the
members of the Soviet leadership by the Romanian “dissident ally.”

Unfortunately, not all the Romanian and Soviet documents issued shortly after the
invasion of Czechoslovakia are available. However, based on the material at hand, a
reconstruction of the communication between the leaderships in Moscow and Bucharest -
oral and written, direct and indirect — is possible. It clearly appears that Nicolae Ceausescu
and his team strove to reestablish “normal” communication with Moscow. On 21 August
1968, M. Dalea, secretary of the CC of the RCP, informed the Soviet ambassador in
Bucharest A. V. Basov about Romania’s position in relation to the invasion of
Czechoslovakia. The meeting is mentioned in a letter by the Political Bureau of the CC of
the CPSU of 24 August 1968." On 21 August again, Nicolae Ceausescu instructed Emil
Bodnaras to travel immediately to Mangalia-Sud in order to discuss with the former Soviet
party leader A. B. Aristov,2 then on vacation at the Romanian seaside. It was a poor choice
of Soviet interlocutor. A. B. Aristov, who was extremely unhappy about his removal from
higher office, was very critical about the Soviet leadership. He added: “They are weak,
poorly trained people, preoccupied with defending their positions. There is no sense of unity
among them. It is the weakest Soviet leadership we have ever had.”

1 See Document .

2 A, B. Aristov (1903-1973), secretary of the CC of the CPSU in 1952-1953 and 1955-1960. Falling into
disgrace, he was appointed ambassador of the USSR to the People’s Republic of Poland, 1961-1971, and
subsequently transferred to Austria. See “Izvestia TK KPSS,” 1990, no. 7, pp. 84-85.

3 Nicu Bujor, Interventia armata in Cehoslovacia din august 1968 si pozitia Roméniei. Intélnirea E.
Bodndras - A. B. Aristov la Mangalia-Sud (21 august 1968), in vol. Pagini din diplomatia Romaniei, vol. |, coord.
by lon M. Anghel, Lucian Petrescu, and Valeriu Tudor, lasi, 2009, p. 117. The author quotes the text published in
“‘Dosarele Istoriei,” year VI, 2001, no. 5 (57), pp. 33-35.
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The inconclusive Bodnaras-Aristov dialogue prompted the leadership in Bucharest to
ask for a bilateral meeting. On 23 August, Nicolae Ceausescu received the Soviet
ambassador for a discussion on the Czechoslovak crisis. The text of the conversation note,
drawn up by the Soviet diplomat, is mentioned in Kramer's well-documented study The
Prague Spring and the Soviet Invasion of Czechoslovakia: New Interpretations (Second of
two parts).* The following day, on 24 August, the CC of the CPSU answered M. Dalea’s
declarations to the Soviet ambassador and criticized the position of the leadership in
Bucharest as being the result of a “reckless and wrong” decision. The “unhealthy clamor
raised in Romania™ in relation with developments in Czechoslovakia was also being
sanctioned.

The Executive Committee of the CC of the RCP answered on 26 August and
reasserted Romania’s position. The letter also included conciliatory formulas and a call for
dialogue: “We believe, dear comrades, that such a meeting held in the spirit of mutual
understanding, respect and good faith will greatly contribute to the finding of reciprocally
acceptable solutions to the current issues of common concern.”® On 3 September,
Ambassador A. V. Basov delivered the letter of the CC of the CPSU to Nicolae Ceausescu:
Romania’s proposal for a meeting among communist parties in Europe to discuss on
developments in Czechoslovakia was being rejected; also rejected was Romania’s proposal
for a bilateral Romanian-Soviet meeting, on the ground that “such a meeting calls for an
atmosphere different from the one created by the unfriendly acts of the RCP leadership
against the Soviet Union and against other socialist countries.”

The two texts published below show the tension in the relations between the USSR
and Romania. However, they tell little about the intentions of Brejnev's team in relation to
the leadership in Bucharest. According to Kramer's study of the Czechoslovak crisis, great
efforts were made by the two parties to relieve tension in bilateral relations. The author
nonetheless believes that further investigation is needed for a better understanding of the
evolution of the Romanian-Soviet relations. A most important document mentioned by
Kramer is Report no. 686 (Top Secret), written by the Soviet ambassador in Bucharest A. V.
Basov on 23 September 1968. This report, which is entitted O nekotorykh problemakh
sovetsko-rumynskikh otnoshenii v svete pozitsii, zanyatoi rukovodstvom RKP v svyazi s
sobytiyami v Chekhoslovakii® has yet remained unpublished and inaccessible to Romanian
researchers.

It appears quite clear that the socialist model offered during the Prague Spring as an
alternative to the Soviet archetype was perceived by Moscow as far more dangerous than
Romania’s acts of “rebellion” in external policy.®

4 “Cold War International History Project Bulletin,” Issue 3, Fall 1993, pp. 2-13, 54-55; n. 108, p. 55.

5 See Document |.

6 Directia Arhivelor Natjonale Istorice Centrale — Bucuresti (hereafter: DANIC), fund CC al PCR - Sectia
Relatji Externe, file 3U/1968-1970, vol. Il, f. 4.

7 See Document Il.

8 “Cold War International History Project Bulletin,” Issue 3, Fall 1993, p. 55.

9 Viktor Suvorov, Inside the Soviet Army, New York, 1986, p. 3 sqq.
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DOCUMENT |

MCMOMNKOMY LIEHTPANBHOTO KOMUTETA PYMbIHCKOW
KOMMYHWCTUYECKOW MAPTUN

YBaxaemble ToBapuLm!

Haw nocon coobwwn, yto 21 aBrycta c. r. oH 6bin npurnawed B LK PKI, roe
cekpetapb LUK 1. M. [ans coobwmn emy O Balleii peakuuy Ha COBMECTble Mepbl,
NPEAnpUHATbIE  NATbIO  COUMANUCTUYECKUMM  CTPaHaMM N0 OKO3aHM  GpaTckomy
4exXoCnoBaLKOMy HapoZy HEOTIOXHOWM MOMOLLY, BKITHOUYAS MOMOLLb BOOPYXEHHbIMMU CAaMy.

Bbl nocnewwHo 1 rny6oko owmbo4HO KBanuUUMpyeTe MHTEPHALMOHANMUCTAYECKYIO
aKUMIo  COLMANMUCTMYECKMX CTpaH «WUHTEPBEHUMIO, HapyweHue cyeepenuteta YCCP,
BMeLLaTeNnbCTBO B €€ BHYTPEHHWE Aena, BONMIOLLEE HapyLLeHe nonoxeHun Bapwasckoro
[orosopa». 3Ta TOuYka 3peHMs NOATBepXAeHa Ha coBMeCTHOM 3aceaaHun LIK PKIT w
npasutenscta CPP, Ha YpesBblyaiiHon ceccun Benvkoro HaumoHnansHoro Cobpanus CPP
W LUMPOKO NponaraHAMpyeTcs BHYTPU CTPpaHbl 1 3a ee npegenamu.

Mol pelumTenbHO OTKMOHSIEM W3BpaLLeHue MpuHUMNnanbHoi nosvumn CoBETCKOro
Coto3a 1 Opyrnx COUManMUCTMYECKUX CTPaH M HEe MOXeM MPOWATW MUMO TOW He3nopOBOM
LYMUXK, KOTOpasi NOAHSATA B 3TON CBA3W B PyMbIHUM.

Moaxon CoseTtckoro Cotosa, bonrapum, Benrpuu, [P 1 MonbLum K oLeHke cobbiTui
B YexocrnoBakuu, Hawu B3rMsAbl N0 3TOMY BOMPOCY M3MNOXEHbl KaK B OTKPbITbIX
AOKYMEHTax, Tak U B TOM OOBEPUTENbHOA MHOpMauuK, KOTopas BaM Hanpasnsfach.
BmecTe ¢ Tem, yuuTbiBasi, YTO B CBOMX PELLEHWSIX, B YACTHOCTM Ha MOCMESHEN ceccum
Benukoro HauwoHaneHoro CobpaHus, B oduumanbHbiX BbICTYNNEHUSX Bbl 3asBMseTe O
CTPEMIEHMM K [PYXECTBEHHbIM OTHOWeHuaM ¢ Cosetckum Cowo3oM W apyrumu
COLManUCTUYECKUMI CTPaHaMK, Mbl CYMTAEM BO3MOXHbIM, HE MOBTOPSIS TOMO, YTO YkKe
ObINO CKkasaHo, elle pa3s BbiCkalaTbCs MO CYLIECTBY BOMPOCA, CBA3AHHOMO C MOCAEAHUMM
cobbiTamu B YCCP.

Bbino o4eBMAOHO, YTO BBOA COHO3HBIX BOWCK OyOeT MCMOMb30BaH MEXOYHApPOAHOM
peakuuen ansa Toro, Ytobbl NONLITATLCA AUCKPEAUTUPOBATb COLMANMUCTUYECKUE CTPAHHI.
Ho ewwe 6onee oyeBugHO ObINO TO, YTO OTKA3 OT Takoro Lara nosnek Obl 3a cobown
TsKEnenwme nocneacTeus He Tonbko ang YCCP, HO v Ans BCeX CoUManmncTUYECKUX CTpaH.

BbIno 04YeBMOHO, YTO MEXOYHAPOAHAs peakuus pasgyeT aHTUKOMMYHWUCTUYECKYHO
NCTEPUIO B CBSI3M C 3TOM akumen. Ho ewe 6onee peanbHO BbIPUCOBLIBANach yrposa
TSKENenmwmnx yAapoB Mo BCEMY KOMMYHUCTMYECKOMY ABWXEHMI0 B Cryvae rmbenm
couuanucTuieckon Yexocnosakuu.

Bbino 04eBMAHO, YTO CUMbl UMNEpUanU3Ma NOCTapaKTCs MCMOMb30BaTh KPYTOM
NoBOPOT COBbLITMI AN TOro, 4TOBbLI NOCEATb PO3HL B COLMANMUCTMHECKOM COAPYXECTBE, BO
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BCEM aHTUMMMepUanucTMYeckoM (ppoHTe. HO CoBEPLUEHHO 3pUMO CyluecTBoBara yrposa
[arnbHeMWmnX nonbITOK OTKOMA 3BEHA 3a 3BEHOM OT MUPOBOW COLMAmNMCTUHECKON CUCTEMBI.

3aHaTb NO3MUMI0 CTOPOHHEro HabntoaaTtens npu TakoMm MOMOXEHWW 3HAYMNO Obl
cbirpaTb Ha PyKy MeXOyHapOAHOM peakuwu, NOCTYNUTHCS KOPEHHbIMM MHTEpecamu He
TOMbKO YEeX0CrOoBaLKOro Hapoaa, HO W BCeX CTPaH coumaniama, BCEro KOMMYHUCTUYECKOrO
1 paboyero ABMKEHNS.

B aTux ycnoBusix WHTEpHALMOHANbHBIA 4O, MHTEPECH! 3aLMUTbI COLMANUCTUYECKUX
3aBOEBaHUI YEXOCMOBALKOrO Hapoda, BCEX CTpaH couuanu3ma noBeneeany Ham
OTKNMKHYTbCSA Ha obpallerne rpynnbl uneHos LIK KMY, npaeutensctBa u HaunoHansHoro
Cobpatms YCCP W npuHATb [AENCTBEHHbIE pELUMTENbHbIE Mepbl B NOAAEPXKKY
couuanmcTieckorn Yexocnosakum.

[MpuUHMMasn O4eHb TPYAHOE 1 OTBETCTBEHHOE pelueHmne, CoeeTckuin Cotos, Bonrapus,
Benrpus, I'AP v Monblua SCHO M HeABYCMBLICIIEHHO 3asiBUNK, YTO HE MOXET ObITb 1 peun o
BMeLLaTenbCTBE COM3HbIX BOWCK BO BHYTPEHHME Jena 4exocnosaukoro Hapoga. Mbl co
BCE ONpefeneHHOCTLI0 BbIpasuin NOAAEPXKKY TEM NPOrPECCUMBHLIM NEpeMeHaM, KOoTopble
CBS3aHbl C pelleHnamu aHeapckoro nneHyma LK KMY, HanpaBneHHbIMK Ha ynpodeHue u
passutne coumanuama B YCCP, ykpenneHue pykoBoasiuen ponu paboyero krnacca u ero
aBaHrapaa KOMMYyHUCTYECKOW NapTuu.

PasButne cobbiTuin yxe nocne BBoAa CO3HbIX Bomck B YCCP nonmHocTbio
NOATBEPANNO CBOEBPEMEHHOCTb UM  HEOTNIOXHOCTb KPaWHUX Mep, OCYLIECTBMEHHbIX
COLManUCTMYECKUMU  CTpaHamu.  Bcekpbinucb  HOBble  (hakTbl, yKasblBaloMe Ha
CYLLECTBOBAHWE LUMPOKOTO  3aroBopa MPOTWMB  COLMAmMCTUYECKOW  YexocrnoBakuu:
aHTUCOLManuCTMYeckne  cnmbl  pacnonaranu  CneuuanbHO — MOArOTOBMEHHbIMM
BOOPY)XEHHbIMW Tpynnamu, B WX PacnoOpsKEHWM Haxogunacb pasBeTBREHHas CeTb
NOANONbHbIX  PAAMOCTaHUMIA, OHU WUMENW nNpsMble CBA3W C  UMNEPUAnUCTUYECKUMM
pessefblBaTenbHbiMM - cnyx6amu. [loarotoBka K KOHTPPEBOMIOLMOHHOMY NEPEBOPOTY
chopcupoBanach, U HET HUKAKOTO COMHEHMWS! B TOM, YTO €Cri Bbl Mepbl He Obinu NPUHATBI,
NOMOXEHNE MOrMO CTaTb HenonpaBuMbIM. COOTHOLLEHME MUPOBLIX UM M3MEHWNOCH Obl B
yulepb coumanuamy, ob6cTaHoBKa B EBpone pesko yxyawmnack, MHTepeck! 1 6e30nacHOCTb
BCEX COLMamnmMCTMYecknx rocygapcts Obinm 6bl NocTaBfeHbl nog yrpo3y, YBEPEHHOCTb B
npaBoOTe MapKCUCTCKO-NIEHNHCKOO y4eHns Bbina 6bl nogopeaHa.

B HactosiLee Bpemst IMNepUanmCTUYECKe Kpyri passepHynn SpOCTHYIO KaMnaHuio
NPOTMB COLMANMUCTUYECKNX rOCYLapCTB B CBSA3M C TEM, YTO OKa3anucb COpBaHbl MX pacyeThbl
Ha OTpbiB YexocnoBakuu OT COLMAmNMCTUYECKOrO COAPYKECTBA, Ha BOCCTAHOBMEHME
kanutanmama B YCCP. OHM He TOMbKO KMEBEWYT Ha COUManMCTUYecKue CTpaHbl U
M3BpALLAOT WX MONUTKKY, HO MOMbITAKOTCH aKTMBHO BO3AENCTBOBATb Xa HUX, NOLOrpeTb
HaLMOHaNNCTUYECKNE HACTPOEHUS, 0cnabuTb y3bl BpaTCckon CONMAAPHOCTY, CKPENNAOLLME
COLManuUCTYECKoe COaPYXeCTBO.

OT BCex Hac, OT Kaxgoro coLManuCTUYECcKoro rocyAapcTsa 3aBUCUT Cervac OYeHb
MHoroe. B Hawwmx obwwmx uHTepecax 6bino 6bl YpesBblMaHO BaXHO MPOTUBOMOCTABUTL
MMNEPUanUCTUYECKON PeakLnm eanHbIin (PPOHT COLMAnMCTUYECKUX CTpaH, BasupytoLmics
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Ha NpUHUMNAX MapKCWU3M-NEHNHW3Ma, MPOMETapCKoro WHTepHaLuoHanmaMa. 3TO HYXHO
BCEM COLMAnMUCTUYECKUM CTpaHaM, KOMMYHUCTMYECKOMY W paboyemy ABWKEHMIO,
HaLMOHanbHO-0CBOOOANTENBHOMY ABWKEHMIO. Mbl yB6exaeHbl, YTO MHas TOYka 3peHus,
BOMbHOE MNW HEBOMBHOE M3BPALLEHUE NPUHLMNMANBHON NO3ULMK COLMANUCTUYECKUX CTPaH
no sawuTe coumanuctnyeckon Yexocnosakum npegctaensnu 6bl cobon ygap no geny
MWpa, AeMOKPaTUM, HaLMOHaNbHON HE3aBMCUMOCTU U coLpanmama.

Yro kacaetcs KommyHuctnyeckomn naptum Coeepckoro Cotosa, TO Mbl CriegoBanu u
Oyaem HenwsMeHHO CnegoBaTh UCMbITaHHBIM  HOpMaM  OpaTCKMX OTHOLIEHWA MeXay
COLManUCTUYECKUMIN  TOCYAApCTBaMM  —  MpUHUMNAM  PaBHOMPaBUs,  YBaXKEHWS
HaLMOHaNbHOWM HE3aBUCUMOCTU U CyBEPEHWUTETA, HEBMELLATENLCTBA BO BHYTPEHHUE fena
apyr gpyra. Mel Gyaem BepHbl HaleMy MHTEpHaLMOHANbHOMY PEBOMIOLMOHHOMY AOMrY,
TBEPAO M Hernokonebumo oTcTamBaTh M 3awmwatb Ge30MacHOCTb W CoLManueTuyeckue
3aBOEBaHMS HApOAOB OT NOCAraTeNbCTB UMNEpUaniama.

Mol xoTenu Gbl BbIpasuTb Haaexay, YTo ANs Toro, YToObl HE JONYCTUTL YXYALLEHUS
COBETCKO-PYMbIHCKMX OTHOLLEHWIA, ocnabneHns apyx6bl coumanucTnieckoin PymblHuM C
APYTUMUA COLMAanMUCTUYECKUMU CTPaHaMK, YTO OTBEYAET TaKKe M HalUMM HaMepeHusM, C
Ballel CTOpOHbI ByayT caenaHbl BblBOAbI, AENCTBUTENBHO OTBEYALLME CROXMBLUENCS
obcTaHoBKe M MM ByayT COOTBETCTBOBATL NPAKTUYECKW NPEANPUHUMAEMbIE BaMU LUArL.

Monut6topo LieHTpanbHoro Komuteta
Kommynuctnyeckoi Maptum Cosetckoro Cotosa

rop. Mockea, 24 aBrycta 1968 roga

(DANIC, Fund CC al PCR - Sectia Relatjii Externe, file 3U/1968-1970, vol. Il ff. 25-28)

DOCUMENT II

LK KNCC He cuntaet npuemnemeiM npegnoxerne LIK PKIT o cosbie coBeLyaHus
npeacTaBuTenieil  KOMNapTUie  €BPOMEACKMX CTpaH MO  BOMPOCY O MOMOXEHWM B
Yexocnosakun. Mbl nonoraem, YTo BepHbIi NyTb peLeHns npobnem, cesizaHHbIX ¢ Gopbbon
NPOTUB @HTUCOLMANMUCTMYECKUX Cun B Yexocnosakuu, YykasaH B bpatucnasckoin
Aeknapauun 1 B MOCKOBCKOM KOMMIOHMKE O COBETCKO-4YexocroBaLkux nepurosopax. LK
KMCC wncxogut M3 TOro, YTO B HACTOAWMX YCMOBWSX MOASIMHHBIA MHTEPHALMOHANM3M
[OMKEH HaNTW CBOE BblpaxXepue B OKazaHWW LMPOKON NOAAEPXKKN 3aKOHHBIM PYKOBOAALLMM
OpraHam  4YexocnoBaukod napTuM UM rocygapcTea B OpraHu3auuM - oTropa
AHTUCOLMANMCTNYECKUM, KOHTPPEBOSTIOLMOHHBLIM cunam, B 6opbbe 3a ykpenneHue nosvumii
coumnanuama, 3a Hopmanuaaumio 06CTaHOBKM B CTPaHe.
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Uro xe KacaeTcsi NpeanoxeHus 0 ABycTopoHHen BeTpeye npeactasutenen KMCC u
PKI, 10, kaKk 310 O4YeBMAHO, ee npoBedeHue TpebyeT MHOM aTMOCKepbl, HEXenn Ta,
KoTOpas CO34aHa B HacTosLLee BPeEMS HeapYXeCTBEHHbIMU akumamu pykosogcTea PKIT B
oTHoweHun CoeTckoro Coto3a 1 Apyrux CoLManuCTUYECKmUX CTpaH.

3 ceHTs6ps 1968 roga

(DANIC, Fund CC al PCR - Sectia Relatii Externe, file 3U/1968-1970, vol. Il, f. 61)



